Marching Season - Performance Notes

“Marching Season” is an exciting piece written with a basic 7/8 motif in written two measure phrases. Most of these rhythms are
easier to play if felt with a quarter note pulse. You'll notice that the tempo for the 7/8 section is given with a quarter note vs. an
eighth note. To furthur explain the concept I've given several helpful examples of 2 measure 7/8 phrases written in 7/4. You'll
quickly see that most of these rhythms are much easier to play when seen this way. The first example is the main motif which
runs throughout the piece.
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Make sure you teach the piece with this concept. We found that when we recorded the piece that some of the rhythms when
written in 7/8 were quite difficult for even the most savvy and experienced studio players. I did ask myself the question why 7/8
vs. 7/4? As you'll notice there are many meter changes in the piece and overall it is the most logical approach to have written the
piece in 7/8 (YANNI is way ahead of me conceptually). But for specific spots in the piece use these examples to lock your players
into the way these rhythms “sound”. In most cases that’s how they’ll be best performed. Strive to make what they’re looking at
more of a road map vs. something they have to be dependent on for every note that’s played. If the players are too immersed in
reading the rhythms the piece will probably sound a little frantic and jerky in some spots. You may want to spend some time
having them follow their parts while listening to the recording and using these examples as you go. It’s important that the players
feel the rhythms to make them sound relaxed. If they're constantly reading them they probably won't be having alot of fun with
this piece. On the other hand, if they clearly understand the concept of feeling the rhythms (using a quarter note as their point of
reference), the piece should be a great deal of fun and quite rewarding for all the players.

On a more specific note, all the mallet parts are difficult, but Bells and Marimba 3 should be given to your less experienced
players. In the case of the Marimba 3 part, it is only difficult in the section from measures 106 - 122. If you'd like to simplify this
section, have your Marimba 3 player play the Synth Bass part in this section. It’s basically the same part, but omits the constant
movement. Also, Marimba 2 and Marimba 3 should share an instrument.
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Composed by YANNI
arr. Chris Brooks
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